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Hard Cider 
 

Where: Gallery Overlook (upper level) Room C 

Moderator: Nikki Rothwell, District Horticulturist and NWMHRS Coordinator, MSU 

Extension 

 

9:00 am Taking That Leap from Brewing Beer to Making Cider: A brewer’s journey  

 Greg Hall, Virtue Cider, Chicago, IL 

9:45 am Update on Federal Regulation Changes for Hard Cider   

 Mike Beck, Uncle John's Cider Mill, St. Johns, MI 

10:15 am Review of NWMHRS Hard Cider Apple Variety Evaluation   

 Nikki Rothwell, District Horticulturist and NWMHRS Coordinator, MSU 

Extension 

10:45 am Roundtable Discussion of Cider Variety Plantings Across Michigan   

 Nikki Rothwell, District Horticulturist and NWMHRS Coordinator, MSU 

Extension 

11:00 am Session Ends 

 
  



Hard Cider Varieties Suitable for Northern Michigan 
 

N.L. Rothwell, District Horticulturist, NWMHRC 

 
Hard cider is often comprised of a combination of apple juices with different brix levels, tannin contents, 

acidities, and elemental complexes that are unique to a particular apple variety; these juices are often 

blended to produce flavorful and complex hard ciders.  Different cider makers and drinkers prefer varied 

combinations of these qualities, which can fluctuate between brands, batches, and years.  In some cases, 

an apple variety may have all the characteristics to produce a single varietal hard cider—many of these 

varieties are English or French in origin.  In 2001 (and prior to any hard cider production in Michigan), 

hard cider apple varieties were planted at the Northwest Michigan Horticultural Research Center 

(NWMHRC) for potential future evaluation.  For six years, trees have been evaluated for yield, vigor, and 

harvest date.  Fruit has also been evaluated for color, shape, stem length, firmness, flesh quality and color, 

sugar content, flavor and starch.  In 2007, twenty five varieties were pressed and fermented into single-

varietal hard ciders.  All of these ciders were fermented to dryness and each was evaluated for alcohol 

content, titratable acidity, and pH. 

 

The purpose of this year’s presentation is to share which of the 26 cider varieties grown at the NWMHRC 

have potential to grow and produce viable crops in Michigan.  As these trees were grown in northwest 

Michigan with sandy soils and minimal irrigation, growers outside of this region will have to extrapolate 

the data for their particular region of the state.  We have collected data on overall tree health and vigor, 

yield, harvest dates, flavor, and juice yield.  We will also touch on the results of the fermented product 

characteristics.   

 

As this presentation came at the request of Michigan cider producers, the talk will be followed by an open 

discussion on the numbers of acres and/or trees that are planted throughout Michigan.  By establishing a 

list of both currently planted varieties as well as those that will be planted in the near future, we hope to 

accomplish two goals:  1) to assist cider makers source fruit to improve and/or add complexity to 

Michigan hard ciders and to add to their repertoire of currently available ciders, and 2) to determine how 

many more acres of particular varieties need to be planted in the state to meet market demand and 

expansion.   




