
Great Lakes Fruit, Vegetable & Farm Market EXPO
December 5-7, 2006

DeVos Place Convention Center, Grand Rapids, MI

Organic Fruit Production

Thursday afternoon 1:00 pm

Where: Gallery Overlook (upper level) Room A-B

CCA Credits: CM(2.0)

Moderator: Mark Whalon, Entomology Dept., MSU

1:00 p.m. Biopesticides in Organic Tree Fruit Production

Mark Whalon, Entomology Dept., MSU

1:30 p.m. The Role of Cover Crops in Transition to Organic Orchards

George Bird, Entomology Dept., MSU

2:00 p.m. Seven Years: Trying to Manage Crop Load in Michigan Organic Apples

Jim Koan, Al-Mar Orchards, Flushing, MI

2:30 p.m. Organic Apple Crop Load Management: From New Zealand to North Carolina

Steven McArtney, North Carolina State University

3:10 p.m. Crop Load Management Panel Discussion

Jim Koan, Al-Mar Orchards, Flushing, MI

Steven McArtney, North Carolina State University

Phil Schwallier, District Horticulture & Marketing Educator, MSU Extension

3:40 p.m. Announcements and Upcoming Events of Interest to Upper Midwest Tree Fruit

Deirdre Birmingham, Upper Midwest Organic Tree Fruit Growers Network, Mineral Point,



Upper Midwest Organic Tree Fruit Growers Network 
What’s Happening and How it all Happens 

 
Deirdre Birmingham, Network Coordinator 

http://www.mosesorganic.org/treefruit/intro.htm 
deirdreb@mindspring.com 

TEL: 608-967-2362;  FAX: 608-967-2496 
7258 Kelly Rd., Mineral Point, WI 53565 

 
The Network, started by 20 growers in 2004, is an informal entity whose purpose is to share information 
and ideas to improve the organic production and marketing of tree fruits in the upper Midwest, and to 
encourage research toward that end.  The Network started with a list-serv that now has 175 members 
communicating among each other by email.  The Network continues to offer new ways to help us serve 
our purpose. Participants offer field days, orchard walks, and demonstrations at their farms.  Four 
orchard events days will be planned for 2007.  These events are announced via the list-serv as well as 
the Network’s quarterly newsletter, Just Picked, and its website.  Also conference sessions and seminars 
are organized for and with the Midwest Organic and Sustainable Education Service (MOSES), which 
provides administrative, newsletter, and web support and through whom we receive our major financial 
support from the Risk Management Agency of the USDA.   
 
Orchard Learning Events: Anyone can host a field day, orchard walk, demo day or work party, 
whatever they choose to call it, either formally with the help of the Network Coordinator, or informally 
by announcing it via our list-serv and newsletter.  No one is hosting a field day because they have 
mastered organic tree fruit production.  No one has, at least, thus far in our region.  The host is simply 
providing a venue for collaborative discussion and learning.  Those field days organized formally require 
advance registration.  Fees are from $15 to $20 per person and include refreshments, lunch, and 
informational materials.  The host grower receives a modest honorarium.  Attendance peaked to 80 at our 
September, Champaign, Illinois, field day held jointly with the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign (UIUC).  That field day also featured the host’s farmstead goat cheese operation.  Field days 
always include university research and extension, as both learners and speakers.  Field day sponsors help 
us bring in guest speakers.  Those sponsors have included the Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s 
IPM Program, the Eco-Fruit Program of the Center for Integrated Agriculture Systems at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, and the Agroecology Program at the UIUC.  We hope for more sponsors in 
2007 to help us continue to offer such valuable and unique learning opportunities. 
 
Seminars:  The Network has also organized sessions for the Upper Midwest Organic Farming 
Conference and the Organic University on organic tree fruit production.  The next conference will be 
held February 23-24, 2007, in LaCrosse, Wisconsin and will feature a session on organic pear 
production taught by David Sliwa of Sliwa Meadow Farm, Decorah, Iowa.  David and his wife also 
hosted 42 growers to a field day last August.  Our big event in 2006 was having Michael Phillips, author 
of The Apple Grower: A Guide for the Organic Orchardist, teach a sold-out Organic University course on 
organic apple production.  He also did two conference sessions, one again on apples, and one on plants as 
plant medicines.  In 2005, 40-strong enjoyed a first-ever Organic University course on organic apple 
production, and over 50 attended a conference session on managing pests and diseases of apples.  The



2008 Organic University and Upper Midwest Organic Farming Conference will feature a variety of 
learning opportunities on organic tree fruit production. Don’t miss out.  
 
The Network is encouraging participants to attend the National Organic Tree Fruit Symposium to be 
held March 4-6 at the Kellogg Center in East Lansing, Michigan.  We hope to organize a vanload of 
participants to head east from the other side of the Lake!  
 
Just Picked:  All quarterly issues of Just Picked are posted on the Network’s website. The next issue 
will be in January 2007. One can receive Just Picked electronically by simply clicking on a hotlink in an 
email announcing its availability, or by hard copy sent by mail (for no charge).  The hotlink means that 
lengthy attachments are not sent with emails.  After clicking on the hotlink the newsletter opens.  It can 
then be read, saved to your computer, and/or printed, as you wish. The email can also be forwarded to 
others.  All Network participants are invited to provide ideas and content for future issues.  Copies 
of recent 2006 issues will be available at the 2006 Expo’s Organic Fruit Production session.  
 
Website: www.mosesorganic.org/treefruit/intro/htm  The aim of the website is to provide one-stop 
shopping for all existing information pertaining to growing and marketing tree fruits organically in the 
upper Midwest. Go to our RESOURCES page for this information.  As growers come across information 
that may or may not be on the Network’s website, they are encouraged to send notice of it to the Network 
Coordinator.  To see organic tree fruit research, both completed and on-going, go to our RESEARCH 
page.  Field days, seminars, etc., are posted under “EVENTS” along with registration forms when 
required.  All issues of Just Picked are available under “NEWSLETTER.”  From the tree fruit home page, 
one can request to join the list-serv.  
 
Research:  The Network is seeking funds to develop an organic apple enterprise budget and 
financial recordkeeping tool.  While organic apple production is increasingly feasible technically, no 
information exists yet on the costs of production in the upper Midwest.   
 
Network participants are encouraged to seek funding for research projects in their own orchard.  The 
Network can help develop project ideas, write letters of support, and more.  The list-serv is also a 
mechanism by which to float project ideas and obtain feedback from other growers and researchers.   
 
We hope that the organic orchards projects ongoing at Michigan State University, Iowa State 
University, the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and starting at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison will develop web pages to which we can link.  In lieu of that we welcome their 
regular updates for our website and newsletter.  
 
Annual Meeting: The Network holds a meeting at the Upper Midwest Organic Farming Conference in 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin, during the Friday lunch hour, the same venue where the Network was hatched in 
2004.  Upcoming events and future direction are discussed as well as an opportunity to meet fellow 
growers.  The next meeting will be Friday, February 23, 2007, the same day that David Sliwa will 
speak on organic pear production. Conference registration is required to attend either event.  (See 
http://www.mosesorganic.org for information.) 
 
Advisory Council:  An Advisory Council, comprised of representatives from six upper midwestern 
states, will be formed this winter.  This council will work with the Coordinator to guide the growth of 
the Network.  One issue they will consider is the start of a membership and/or newsletter subscription fee, 
a topic that has arisen at each annual meeting in LaCrosse. 
 
For more information or ideas, and to join the list-serv or receive the newsletter, contact the Network 
Coordinator at the information above.  Thank you.  




