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The site of a cut flower business should involve research on all four basic elements, soil, sun, water and 
wind.  The soil provides the stability and nutrient source, the sun provides the energy the plants need, the 
water provides life and the wind provides some disease control and prevents frosts.   
 
Ideally, the preparation of the site should start the year before any crops are grown.  Start a check list of 
things to look out for and things that can be changed.  Look for frost pockets, hollows and compacted 
soils.  Check the existing annual and perennial weeds. Research the history of the site for past herbicide 
use, livestock use or areas were fill has been added.   A soil analysis provides a list of the nutrients 
available, the amount of organic materials, soil pH and a clear picture of the soil profile.  A nematode test 
might be necessary.   Choose a site with good soil and air drainage to prevent frost pockets and soil born 
diseases.  Noxious perennial weeds should be eliminated with a non selective herbicide like Glyphosphate 
in the late summer or early fall. Sedges should be eliminated before any cut flowers are grown.   
Compacted soils and hard pans can be deep plowed with a V-ripper.  A soil analysis should be performed 
in the late summer or early fall so the pH and soil fertility can be adjusted and additional organic mater 
can be added at the same time and mixed into the top six inches of soil.  A cover crop should be grown 
over the winter for soil protection and to check for soil drainage.   
 
Most cut flowers need full sun which equals 6 or more hours of sunlight.   Choose a site that buildings, 
large trees or fences will not interfere with the amount of sunlight that the plants will need.  A south 
facing slope will warm up faster in the spring, bringing an earlier harvest.  Plan to grow the taller cut 
flowers on the north side of the planting beds so they don’t shade the other flowers.    
 
A dependable supply of water is essential for a reliable crop of cut flowers.  The water source can be a 
pond, a stream or a well as long as it is dependable.  Trickle irrigation can be spaced between rows of cut 
flowers or in raised planting beds.  The hose can be left on the surface or buried up to 3 inches in the soil.   
 
Wind can prevent frost pockets and slow some plant diseases, but too much wind will damage the cut 
flower crop.  A wind break can be as simple as a rye grass cover crop planted at 8 – 10 feet apart to 
woody cut flower materials that can add to the harvest.  The wind break should start at the ground, at least 
3 feet high and have a density of 60%. 




