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These are interesting and challenging times for fruit and vegetable farmers.  In addition to the 

usual production issues caused by weather, pest or soil problems, these farmers face a number of market 
challenges:   global competition, the ripple effects of a weak economy in Michigan, land development 
pressures, and even changes in consumer consumption habits toward more convenience and prepared 
foods.  

For some, organic farming offers a successful strategy.  In 2004, the United States Department of 
Agriculture reported that consumer demand for organic products has been growing about 20 percent or 
more per year.  This trend is likely to continue, showing growth that is rare in today’s agriculture.  

The number of organic farms in Michigan has been increasing, although it is still a small part of 
Michigan’s overall farm community.  According to USDA surveys and farm census data, there are 
approximately 250 certified organic Michigan farms, less than .5% of Michigan’s 52,000 farms.  The 
national average is closer to about 1% of all farms. 

Dr. Jim Bingen, from the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, and Carol Osborne, from 
the Michigan Organic Food & Farm Alliance (MOFFA), have begun a new grant project to document the 
current state of organic agriculture and organic markets in Michigan, and to explore why more fruit and 
vegetable farmers are not ‘going organic’. 

This session will discuss organic farming trends for Michigan, along with data showing the 
growth in organic markets nationally.   The presentation will also highlight tools and resources for 
organic transition, along with profiles of fruit and vegetable farmers who have gone through the transition 
process.  Attendees will be invited to share questions and discuss issues about the costs of and barriers to 
transition, marketing concerns, and other issues involved in ‘going organic’. 
 
For more information, visit MOFFA at Booth #1341 (3rd aisle to the left of Door C). 
  
 


